
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



July, 1895 



THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER. 



149 



trary. Guides, in escorting visitors about the 
building, always point it out and say that it was 
originally from Independence Hall in Philadel- 
phia. Employees of the Capitol discredit this 
story. The severe plainness of the solemn- 
looking old frame is relieved by a shield sur- 
rounded by a carved wreath, one side of laural 
and the other of oak leaves. This shield dis- 
plays seventeen stars and the same number of 
stripes. Those stars certainly indicate the 
number of States in the Union when the clock 
was made. Ohio was the seventeenth State and 
was admitted in 1802. The name Thos. Voigt, 
Philadelphia, appears on the face. Compared 
with an ordinary tall clock this is what might 
be called heroic size, bearing about the same 
relation to the usual hall clock that a heroic 
statue does to the life size. 

Another very old clock hangs in the clerks' 
room, opposite the entrance to the Supreme 
Court. It was ordered by Judge Story from a 
Massachusetts firm and hung in the old Supreme 
Court downstairs. It has an enormous round 
face nearly a yard across, with an ornamental 
gold frame and base, now slightly tarnished, and, 
like all the old clocks, is a good timekeeper. 

THE SUPREME COURT 

contains more interesting furniture than the rest 
of the Capitol. The chairs occupied by the 
Justices are of tufted Russia leather, massive 
square-backed affairs, except those of Justices 
Field and Brown, which are smaller and cane 
seat. The Chief Justice sits in a revolving chair. 
In the bar of the court are a dozen solid, square 
armchairs, of old fashioned mahogany, with 
Haircloth seats. These were part of the original 
furniture of the court and were used in the old 
court room just under the present apartment. 
There are also four or five plain mahogany set- 
tees, cushioned with red plush, inside the bar, 
which formed part of the lobby furniture of the 
Senate when it occupied the present court room 
before the north and south wings were added to 
the Capitol. There is another sofa, mahogany 
and haircloth, which faces the Chief Justice. 
This was in the Speaker's room, old hall of 
Representatives, when ex-President John Q. 
Adams, sitting in his seat in the House, was 
stricken with apoplexy, and he was hastily 
carried to his sofa and died on it in a few 
minutes. Two dozen modern bentwood chairs 
and a few large tables complete the furniture 
inside the bar of the court. Ranged about the 
sides of the room for spectators use are a num- 
ber of settees comfortably cushioned in red 
plush with short curtains of red brocatelle hung 
along the backs. These are the iron benches 
made for the House of Representatives, when it 
moved from the old hall to the new and was 
equipped with rows of benches like the English 
House of Parliament. This English idea was 
soon discarded and the benches were removed 
to the court room. 

THE CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY 

after the fire in 185 1 was rebuilt and made fire- 
proof and handsome. Part of the appropriation 
was expended in some very handsome carved 
tables made to order in Philadelphia. These are 
in their original places and several generations 
of readers have sat around them. Any additions 
that have been made to the furniture since have 
been of the ordinary style of office furnishings. 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

does not cherish its old furniture as the Senate 
and Supreme Court do. It has had many 
changes, and always for the worse. The original 
furniture was similar to that in the Senate. 
When the move was made from old hall to new 
that was carted off to auction and sold for any- 
thing it would bring, which was very little, 
averaging hardly two dollars apiece. John 
Adams' desk sold for as much as half the others. 
After the parliamentary bench experiment the 
House was furnished with a superb set of carved 
live oak desks and chairs, costing about §195 a 
set. After a few years these found their way to 
the auction room or to the hands of private col- 
lectors, such as Major Ben Perley Poore, who 
purchased a quantity of the valuable stuff that 
was being sold for junk. The Massachusetts 
Historical Society has been enriched by a num- 
ber of Major Poore's purchases of Capitol furni- 
ture. In its process of refurnishing the House 
has now reached a sort of school desk style, 
costing about $13 a set for desk and chair, on 
which bedrock of simplicity, cheapness and 
modernness it will probably rest for some time. 




Important Notice, Our readers who are 
either building new houses, or are con= 
templating re-decorating their present 
homes, are invited to write us for infor- 
mation regarding color harmony and ar- 
tistic schemes of furnishing. We em- 
ploy trained skill to solve all questions 
on interior decoration. 

In compliance with the wishes of many of 
our correspondents to purchase house 
furnishing goods in New York, we 
notify our readers that we have organ- 
ized a Purchasing Department, and are 
prepared to purchase goods at prices 
quoted, without making any charge 
therefor. We strongly advise those 
who write to us for decorative color 
schemes to carefully consider our 
advice with the samples of the various 
materials in hand, which we invariably 
send with each reply, so that their minds 
will be fully made up when they ask 
us to purchase the goods, and know that 
every item of their order is the result of 
a definite decision. It will be easily 
understood how very embarrassing our 
position becomes when a correspondent 
rejects this or that carpet, or drapery 
material or wall paper, and seeks to have 
it exchanged for something else, after 
the material has been cut and shipped. 
It is impossible to exchange goods under 
these circumstances, and we hope in all 
cases, that when the goods have been 
cut and shipped exactly according to in- 
structions, they will be accepted and 
paid for, whether our correspondents 
have changed their minds on the subject 
or not. 

Correspondents are earnestly requested to 
observe the following rules when writ- 
ing to us : 

1. Write only on one side of the paper. 

2. Send, if possible, copies of the architect's 
' plans of the various floors to be deco- 
rated. If it is not possible to do this, 
then send a rough sketch of the plan of 
the house, showing the relation of the 
various apartments to each other, the 
position of the v» indows and doors, and 
mark outside the plan the north and 
south aspects of the house. 

3. Always mention the kind of woodwork 

used in the finish of the various apart- 
ments. If the woodwork is stained or 
painted, mention the color of the stain 
or paint used thereon. Be particular to 
state whether the floors are of plain 
wood or laid in parquetry. 

4. Advise in all cases if the apartment has a 

plaster or wood cornice between wall 
and ceiling. 

5. State about how much money is to be 

expended in the decoration of each or all 
of the apartments, as a guide in deciding 
the particular treatment of same. 



COLOR SCHEME FOR THE EXTERIOR OF A HOUSE. 

Montclair, N. J., May 20, 1895. 
The Decorator and Furnisher, N. Y. 

Sirs: I send you front elevation of a house I 
am putting up, and will feel greatly obliged if 
you will give me some advice or suggestions for 
painting the exterior. Instead of the stone 
shown on plan this has been replaced with " wash 
brick," " red mottled black," laid in red around 
the joints. The veranda pillars are to be yellow 
pine, "square" finish natural. Half timber 
effect is carried out at top of sides. It is pro- 
posed to stain the shingles with oil stain made 
to color. I should like, as far as possibly com- 
patible with harmony, the lighter and brighter 
colors. I had thought of staining the roof of 



the house green, but here I would prefer your 
judgment. If not trespassing upon your time 
too much, I should like to hear from you by 
early mail as to the best manner of treating 
California red wood shingles Should they be 
simply oiled or have a coat of spar varnish, or 
be left natural? Thanking you beforehand, 
I am, Very truly yours, 

J. Henry Thompson. 

ANSWER. 

We will give you two different methods of 
treatment for the exterior of your house, and 
you can adopt either, as you prefer. 

Scheme Number 1. — Oil or varnish all the 
shingle work, and finish the front porch col- 
umns or posts with spar varnish. The timber 
work, excepting panels, may be stained green, 
and the panels treated with spar varnish. The 
window trim should be stained or painted green, 
the trim color being somewhat darker than the 
other work. 

Scheme Number 2. — Have all the shingles 
stained in moss green, the timber work being in 
a darkergreen, the panels being oiled, varnished 
or painted buff or stained in the same color. 
The window trims should be stained or painted 
green in the same shade as the timber work. 



A SCHEHE FOR DECORATING A HOUSE IN 
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY. 

Plainfield, N. J., May 10, 1895. 
Editor Decorator and Furnisher. 

Dear Sir : I would like you to give me a 
decorative scheme for the exterior as well as the 
interior of my house, of which I send you the 
architect's plans. The arch over the front 
entrance and first story of outside chimney is 
built of Ashlar sandstone of a yellow shade; the 
underpinning and chimneys are of buff brick. 
The first story is covered with siding and the 
second story and roof with white cedar shingles 
left natural. The window casings, trimming, 
etc., are to be painted white. There are no out- 
side blinds. What color would be most suitable 
for painting siding, and what color should the 
roof. of porch, which is tin, be painted ? 

Regarding the interior it will be seen that the 
house is planned to give an abundance of light 
and air, therefore the furnishings should be of 
such shade of color as will stand sunlight. 

The house faces the southeast. The whole of 
the first story, excepting the parlor, is trimmed 
with quartered oak (white). The second story 
is in clear pine for paint or natural finish. The 
parlor is finished in pine, the fireplace and 
hearth being of ivory brick. The ceiling is cove- 
shaped. The mantel has not yet been settled 
upon, but I should like to get out of the ever- 
lasting white and gold in treating this room, if 
there is any other kind of enameling or tinting 
that would show to better advantage. 

Please give color for carpet. I would like to 
use the same portieres I have on hand in this 
room, of which I inclose patterns. 

The hall is paneled throughout, the ceiling 
having beam effects. The fireplace is lined with 
enameled French gray brick and faced with an 
arch of a grayish blue marble "rock faced." 
(This is perhaps rather cold.) The mantel is to 
be of oak, extending to ceiling. I have a rich 14 
ft. x 18 ft. silk mohair rug, the prevailing color 
being a golden yellow, with blue gray border. 
This I would like to use in the hall. 

The library fireplace and hearth are lined with 
a brown enameled brick and it is proposed to use 
an oak mantel. 

It is proposed to line the dining-room fireplace 
with Tiffany brick, the mantel^being in oak. The 
china closet and built in buffet are also in oak. 
In this room we will use a large Axminster rug, 
16 ft. x 12 ft., which we already possess, the 
prevailing color being brick red. 

It is proposed to allow time for walls to settle 
before the final tinting or papering, but I think 
of painting the woodwork of the second story at 
once What colors would you suggest, or would 
you advise leaving the woodwork natural ? 
Rugs are to be used throughout excepting in par- 
lor. Very truly yours, 

Henry M. Cooke. 

ANSWER. 

We would advise you to paint the exterior of 
your house a deep cream with trimmings of 
white. The roof of the porch, which is of tin, 
should be painted the same color as the natural 
cedar shingles. 

For the interior we have prepared a scheme of 
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decoration, which we hope will be carried out, as 
it is the product of considerable study. For the 
parlor we would recommend you to paper the 
walls with a Louis XVI.. paper, of which a sam- 
ple is sent you. The paper is an imported one 
of French manufacture, the ground of which is 
in white moire effect with oval paneling of deli- 
cate rose traceries and pinks and greens , with 
ribbon effects and heliotrope, the center contain- 
ing cupid's dart, quiver, bow and arrows, and a 
wreath of roses in gold, roses and heliotrope. 
The cost of the paper is $3.50 per roll of eight 
yards. It is a new design produced in exquisite 
taste. Have a frescoed ceiling, but, if too expenr 
sive, paint the ceiling white like the ground of 
• the paper and paint the woodwork white also. 
Cover the floor with a crimson carpet similar to 
sample sent. We would suggest your having 
an Axminster of this color, costing $1.75 per 
yard, which will be a more sumptuous floor 
covering than the short nap velvets sold at a 
cheaper price. You suggest using some old 
portieres which you have on hand and of which 
you sent us a sample, but we would advise your 
not using them, as they are out of date, and the 
expense of getting new ones would be so little 
that it would be the making of your house to lay 
these aside. The new one we have chosen is a 
green figured silk brocade, of which we send you 
a sample. It is very pretty in the piece, which 
is 50 inches wide, the price being $3.50 per yard. 
For the covering of the furniture we send you a 
sample of three different stuffs, all or any of 
which you may use. The yellow brocade is 50 
inches wide and costs $2.50 per yard. The rose 
•and ecru fabrics are both known as Antwerp 
velvet. They are 27 inches wide and cost $4 50 
per yard for the rose and $3.75 for the green 
fabric. 

For the library, in which the woodwork is oak, 
we have chosen a very pretty paper in tapestry 
effect with an. ecru ground. It is $1.50 per roll 
of 8 yards: For portieres we recommend the 
striped velour which matches the rose color in 
the paper. It is 50 inches wide and costs $2.50 
per yard. For furniture covering we send you 
a sample of figured tapestry which is 50 inches 
wide and costs $3.75 per yard. The ground of 
this magnificent fabric is of ecru silk woven in 
basket effect, the pattern being in old rose, 
old red and greens. The floor being oak, it 
should be covered with an antique Oriental rug. 
Paint the ceiling a light green, or preferably 
have it frescoed. 

For the dining-room we have selected a 
tapestry paper with very rich oil colorings in 
reds, greens, browns and blues. The price is 
$1.50 per roll. For portieres and covering of 
the furniture, should it be upholstered furniture, 
we have chosen the green tapestry with a little 
coloring of red and brown. It is 50 inches wide 
and costs $5.75 per yard. We have chosen 
colors for this room that will harmonize with 
your rug, the prevailing tint being old red. 
Paint the ceiling the same ecru tint as the 
ground of the wall paper. 

For the various windows of the first floor we 
send you a sample of a heavy woven net 40 
inches wide, which costs $1 per yard. This can 
be hung upon the windows either plain with a 
turned-in border of the material itself, or it may 
be decorated down the sides and bottom with 
rich borders of lace. For the second story we 
would advise you to paint the woodwork 
throughout. We would advise the use of pretty 
wall papers. There are some very handsome 
new designs out this season, and should you 
wish any samples we will send you same. If 
there are any rooms you wish decorated in a 
special color, please mention the fact, and we 
will send you paper in harmony with that room, 
and also tell you what to paint the woodwork. 

It would be well for you to use the old por- 
tieres that you intended for your parlor in one 
of your bedrooms. 

For the bedroom windows we would advise 
your having sash curtains, made of the fine net 
similar to the sample sent you, with a real lace 
border down the side and across the bottom. 



parlor, sitting room, dining room, hall and bed- 
room on the first floor. I inclose a sketch of the 
floor showing the position of the house and the 
relation of the rooms to one another. The rooms 
are about io>£ ft. high, no cornice, and the floors 
of all the rooms, including hall, are of stained 
wood. The woodwork of all the rooms, except- 
ing that of the dining room, which is of light 
oak, and of hall, which is stained walnut, are to 
be repainted. The double doors are walnut 
grained The carpet to be Used in the dining 
room is a velvet filling in golden brown. The 
carpet in bedroom is in body Brussels, the 
ground work being a light brown. The mantels 
in rooms are of Tennessee marble, except that 
the parlor mantel has a mantel cabinet which is 
to be painted. We desire a harmony throughout, 
without great expense, and any hints you can 
give will be greatly appreciated. 

Respectfully yours, 

Mrs. Hattie Sinclair. 

ANSWER. 

In preparing a scheme for your house we have 
tried to make it as inexpensive as possible, and 
at the same time it will give you good results. 

For the parlor we would recommend you to 
have the woodwork painted white. Paper the 
wall with the white and pink striped paper, 
which costs $1.50 per roll of eight yards. For 
the draperies use the figured striped silk, which 
is 50 inches wide and costs $3.50 per yard. Cover 
the furniture with the green Antwerp velvet, 
which is 27 inches wide and costs $4. 50 per yard. 
We would advise you to use no frieze on the 
walls, but use a picture molding about 18 inches 
below the ceiling. There being no cornice, you 
will require to use a cornice molding between 
the angle of the wall and the ceiling. We can 
select you very handsome patterns of moldings 
in white and gold that would prove extremely 
effective. 

Paint the woodwork in the sitting room a 
cream tint and paper the wall with a figured 
green paper, which costs $1 per roll. For the 
draperies use the figured green silk at $3 per 
yard of 50 inches wide. Cover the furniture with 
the figured yellow silk, which is $2.25 per yard 
and 50 inches wide. Use the salmon velour for 
draperies and also for furniture covering. 

Cover the walls of the hall with the decorated 
burlap of a tan shade. The 42-inch wide mate- 
rial costs 20 cents a yard. The yard-wide qual- 
ity costs 18 cents. This can be had in widths of 
48, 60, 72, 96, 150 and 280 inches, so that walls 
can be covered from floor to ceiling without a 
seam. Should the burlap be too costly a mate- 
rial, we would in that case recommend a plain 
fiber paper, of which we send you a sample, which 
costs 50 cents per roll. For draperies and furni- 
ture coverings use the salmon velours, 50 inches 
wide, at $2. 50 per yard. 

Paper the dining room with the tapestry paper, 
costing $1 per roll. The rose velour is for dra- 
peries. We send you a figured tapestry for cov- 
ering the furniture, having a ground in a basket 
weave of ecru silk with a little coloring of red 
and green. This is 50 inches wide and costs 
$3-75 per yard. 

We are prepared to purchase all of the above 
goods on hearing from you, giving us the quan- 
tity of wall paper, draperies, etc., that you will 
require. It will be very much to your advan- 
tage to let us do this, because we do not carry a 
stock of goods ourselves, and therefore have no 
old or shop-worn goods to sell. We have within 
a stone's throw of our office the finest market in 
the world for these goods, and are in a position 
to choose the finest and freshest fabrics to be 
had anywhere, so that this is in itself a great ad- 
vantage. We charge nothing for buying goods. 



DECORATING AN OHIO HOME. 

Ravenna, Ohio, May 9, 1895. 
To the Editor of The Decorator and Furnisher. 
Dear Su< : Wishing information from your 
valuable paper regarding the partial decoration 
of a house, I write you for a color scheme of 
paper, paint, carpet, curtains and draperies for 



SCHEME FOR A MANSION IN ILLINOIS. 

.PAna, 111., May 13, 1895. 
To the Editor of The Decorator and Furnisher. 
Dear Sir : Please answer a few questions in 
your next issue about house furnishings. I have 
a large new house to furnish and would like to 
do it in the most approved style, everything 
harmonizing. Will I fresco the walls, or paper 
them, and in what colors for the different rooms ? 
In what wood should I finish the different floors, 
and how should the floors be afterward finished, 
whether waxed, shellacked or oiled? Would you 
advise hardwood floors in preference to carpets 
all over the house ? What is the best and most 
easily kept clean floor covering for the kitchen ? 
The inclosed sketch will give you an idea of our 



house, which is finished in hard woods. Could 
you return the sketch, and could you reply to 
my questions by letter, as I am in a great hurry 
to be informed ? * . . . . 

Yours respectfully, 

Mrs. L. E.. Gerard, 
answer. 

For such a fine house as you evidently possess, 
we .have prepared., a. very pleasing and artistic 
scheme of decoration, which, if adopted, will 
give you great satisfaction. .We would . advise 
you to have parquetry floors in the two parlors, 
which communicate, and also in the music room. 
In the other rooms it: would be well to have the 
floors made in plain oak throughout. The floors 
should be first filled and then.shellacked, and 
lastly given a coat of wax finish well rubbed in. 

For both parlors we send you a sample of 
imported wall paper of Louis XVI. design on a 
white moire ground. It costs $3.50 per roll of 
8 yards. For the draperies use the . Louis 
XVI. striped silk, which is 50 inches wide and 
costs $3.50 per yard. For furniture. coverings 
in these apartments ,use the green and rose 
Antwerp velvet, both of which are 27 inches 
wide and cost $4.50 per yard. You , might 
diversify the furniture coverings in both apart- 
ments by having the divan and one-half of the 
chairs in the rose velvet, with the remaining 
chairs in the green velvet, and in the other 
apartment have the divan and half of the chairs 
in the green velvet, the remainder in the rose 
velvet. We recommend you to use no frieze on 
the walls, but run the paper right. up to the cor- 
nice. The ceilings of both these- apartments 
should be frescoed by hand with floral garlands, 
cupids and sky effects, and should you deter- 
mine upon this method of treatment we can 
furnish you with designs and refer you to a 
reliable decorator who will undertake the work. 
If," however, you are not disposed to fresco the 
ceilings, the only thing that remains is to tint 
them in white similar to the ground of the wall 
paper, with perhaps a single stencil ornament 
by way of a border of the delicate colorings 
used on the walls. 

Paper the walls in the music room right up to 
the cornice with the heavily embossed striped 
paper in yellow and white stripes, the white tak- 
ing the form of perpendicular ribbons decorated 
with floral traceries. The ceiling also should be 
frescoed, as to cover it with a plain white tint 
would be very monotonous. For the draperies 
use the rose velour sent, which is 50 inches wide 
and costs §2.50 per yard. Cover the furniture 
with the brocaded silk, the ground of which is a 
cream rep, the pattern being floral traceries in 
delicate tones of red, yellow, green and cream, 
which is, 50 inches wide, and costs $6.75 per yard. 
Part of the furniture may be covered in the rose 
Antwerp velvet used on the parlor furniture. 

For the library use the red figured paper, 
which costs $1 per roll. Paper the walls right 
up to the cornice. The ceiling may be tinted in 
a very light tone of the wall color, or it may be 
frescoed with a suitable design. For draperies 
-use the yellow figured silk, which is 50 inches 
wide, and costs $2.25 per yard. The furniture 
should be covered with the figured tapestry also 
sent, which is 50 inches wide, and costs $3.75 per 
yard . 

For the dining room we send you a figured 
tapestry paper costing $1.50 per roll. For dra- 
peries use the green tapestry recommended for 
covering the library furniture, and the furniture 
of the dining room may be covered with the 
same material. 

Paper the walls of the hall with the tapestry 
paper which costs $1.50 per roll. Use the sal- 
mon velour for draperies which is 50 in. wide 
and costs $2.50 per yard.- For the furniture 
covering use the same velour as for the drap- 
eries. 

With regard to the floor coverings, we would 
recommend Oriental carpets in the various apart- 
ments, and if these be too expensive the best 
plan is to obtain desirable patterns in body Brus- 
sels from which you can have made body Brus- 
sels rugs surrounded by their own borders, at 
one-third the cost of the Oriental rugs. 

The best floor covering for the kitchen is lino- 
leum of a tan shade of which we send you a 
sample; the price is fi per square yard. 

If there is any other information you require 
please let us know, and we will at once advise 
you. All the goods sent cannot be purchased 
elsewhere for less than the figures quoted. The 
color combinations will gratify you with a sense 
of luxury and simplicity, as they are the result 
of careful study. 



